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EARLE OF STRAFFORDS 
SPEECH 
In the Tower to the Lords, be. 

\.- forehewcnttocxccution, || 
phe Honourable, and thereft, you 


F, arc now come: to: convey me tomy 
death; 1 am willing tody, w 

' isathing no merethan rPren 

 deceffors hayedone,and a debs that 

\ YA) our Poſteriry-muſtin their duetime 
-J £ VWp diſcharge; which fince-it_can bee 

_ Lal Fa no way avoyded, it ought the leſſe 
' to be feared; for that whichris com- 


mon ro-all, ought n6tto bee intallerable'roany-+ Itis the 


Eaw bf Nature, the tribute ofthe fleſh; a remedy from all 
worldly eares andrroubles, and tothetruly penitent; a pern 
fe& path to blefſednefſe.' Andthbereis dut one death,though 
ſeyerall wayes unto irt' mine is not naturall, but eaforced 
by the Law and Juſtice #it hath bene faid, that the Lawes 
yex only the meaner ſort of people, bur the mighty arc: able 
wo withſtand them :'it is not ſo with me, for tothe Law I 
fubmit my ſelfe , and confefſe that: I receive nothing but 


juſtice: for hethat politickly intendeth good toa.Comman= 
Nh net callla a juſt man, bur he that practiſeth 6j- 


 therforhis yi or any other ſiniſter ends, may bee 
| elttetined'a det 


quentperſon ;. neither isdelay in puniſh» 
any privilege for pardon. And moreover, Fingenu» 


with (ieers; That the death of the bad is the 
"EA at wor nt 1; ; . So 


s * - þ = ; 50433 ' 


we”; An -: Ml 


| = ar ah on hee nr eels 
had flood, wid not reuyate 7 
Proc whel isas much for his Bran. Lo, as for his good- 
nefſe beloyeg : For, the hen ay that Princes are in power 
above other, the more they oughtin-yertue roexcellocher ; 
2nd ſuch is the  royall Soyerai ne whom Thtely ſerved, 
For —_— the corre nE( Actigh had w_ —_ 
_ rity, was to me very delightfultand plea- 
Eng ard hve hs commiſcrate{ my raine,] tem) T map 


y found, _ forthe 
bold fn (00m SE dofad: yer &, yer 
pot ho PR ba 6a Ir in Os vr ogra the 
intheit Wag 6 ir felling, at never an 

fubjeR, or Arr b.pomrrTe;/ had ever that help of Counſell, 
that benefir-oftime; ora more freeand legal} l epal than I 
have had: ofthe likero which hea edeceſſers hath 
_ fo _ _ from hisPritice, ſo - "07 007mg 

e in I coniptehenil theunder 
indy; themany-headed monſter,Mulritude-: Bur I have 
offended , amiſemenced, and muſt now Juffer death, - - 

"And formy roo much cotifidence. ig my. ſugpoed AO lg 
ind knowledge, therein havebecheche; moſt decciyed': For: 
hee thar'is wife to himfelfe, arid knowes by. others faults 
co correEthis;own offences, to berruly.wiſe is co be Secceta- 
ries to ourſelves ; for it is meere follyro reveale and intimate 


ghts to firangers : : wiſdome is:the. molt precigus Gern, 


with:whichthe mind can be adorned,4nd Searning the molt 


par 1 amrn Jac which:a' manouyght-to be cteemed , 'and 
reacheth ustodoe well, as to ſpcake well ; in. 


| thefirt] Svbthlioh, for the wiſedomse of mey 4s fooliineſſe 


with God. 


owed, fainting net borhed os od 
ell, burthe beſt nogledg rn F 


- Oo 
CE 

o® os 
$6.4 

. > ww 

m £ b 

- vs = 1 
&, 


UMI - 1 


Es (3) fo 
he thiat doth fo hall teeme of himſelfe but lirtle for hee - 
; confidereth from whence he came, and whereto he muſt; he 
regardeth- not 'the vaine pleaſures' of this life, he" exalieth- 
+ | God, and ſtrives to live in his feare;” but be thatknoweth 
not himſelfe, is wilfull in bis own wayes, unprofitablein his 
life, unfortunate in his death, and'ſo am I.- But the reaſon 
why I ſought to artaine unto it was this : T haveread thathe 
"that knoweth notthat which he ought to know,'is a Bruit 
| beaſt amongſt men: hee that knoweth more than hee ought 
to know, isa man-amoneſt beaſts: bur heethat knoweth alt 
” may beknowobyl pre rong | men. To Imuch 
aſpired,in this I much failed;/Yaniy of vanities al is but wvariity, 
T £ have heard thepeople clamei rand cry out,ſaying,T hin 
. through my occafiontheritnesarebad; Ewiſchat whenF 
arm dead they may prove better': moſt true itis; charthere'is 
at thisrimea great ſtorme' impending { God in his metcy 
avert it.) And fince it is my particular lot, like /onah, robe 
caſt into the'ſea,'1 ſhall thinke my life well ſpenc,to appeaſe 
Gods wrath, and fatisfie the peoples malice. ' * 7+ 1-7 
' .O what iseloquence more thanaire ? faſhioned with atv 
articulate and diſtin ſound, wher it is a ſpeciall vertueto: 
ſpeake lictle and well, and filence is oft the belt oratory; for 
ples it their-dumbneſle may bee accounted wiſe ; It hachr 
power to makea good matter iceme bad; and a badcauſc ap- 
peare good : burmine'was tome unproficable, and like t 
C ypreſſe trees; which are great and call,bur alrogetber withs 
our fruic, | Fc 412 331 
' "What is hatiour Zbur the firſt tep-rodiſquietnelſe, and 
power is ftill-waited on by. envy... neither hath it any: privi=- 
kdgeagainſt infamy.Ft is held ro be thechicfpart ofhonory, 
. fora may to joyne to his cffice and calling, cnrtefie andaff#- 
bility, commiſeration and pirie : for thereby: he drawethito- 
him with a-kind of compulſion, the heares'of the: multitude: 
But that'was the leaf part of my Rudy, which now makes. 
mecall romind;tharche greater the perſons arein authority; 
the ſooner they are carchcin- any-delinquencie , -and their 
alleſt crimes are ftriven to be-made capitall ; the ſmallet& 
ot ſeefjies grearinthe fineſt linnen, and. the leaſt flaw-is. 
vorieſt foijud in the. richeſt Diamond. But highapd. noble - 
4 ; A} ſpirits. 


a 


iy and Eq ing; with che neared Sexof Conſanguini — 
Amity ; of whj | 
handsfergiveneſſe. Iris a Mavime in Philoophy that ame 


birious mea ean never be goed Coundellars to Princes; the 


» #4 
C2 


My Lords, 1am now the hopeleſſe Preſident, may] bee 


; [For what hath now the fayour of my Prince, the fami- 

barity with my Peres , the volubility of a tongue, the 
trergrh of my memory, my learning, or kno ge » My. 
| Honours or Othces, my powerand potency; my riches as 

treaſure: ( all theſe the eſpeciall gifts both of Nature-and 
Forcune) what have all theſe pt me? Bleſſings T ac= 
knowledge, thougliby'Godbeftojyed upos man, yet as 


pts (59) 
of ther together upoh many : yet by the Divine Providence 
beer” 2 a; oF wy Ars had: 1 made happy 
uſe, I -mightftill have Alouriſhr, who'inow am forctimma» 
_ ,:1, now. could with (-but that wiram;is 100 late) thin 
God with his outward goodneffe towards me had {6 com- 
mixed his inwerd grace, that Thad choſen the meibiam path, 
neither inclining tothe right hand, nor deyiaring to theleſt; 
but like Jcxr with my waxen wings, fearing by tov low a 
flight to. moiſten them! with the waves, I ſoared wo high, 
and too.nearetheSunne, by which they being melted, I wy> 
mingatthe higheſt, an precipitatedrothe loweſt 3 and am 
ade.a wretched prey to the Waters: But I who before 
ouilt my houſe upon thefand ,nave:now ſerled 'my hopes 'up-= 
on the.Rock. my. Saviotr.; by whoſe onely meritomy fole 
wuſt.is , that whatſoever becomes of my body., yer in his 
boſome'my foulemay be SanQwuaried, - + + : 
. \Nawred would hayebuilra Towertoreach upto heaven, 
and call'd it Babel;but God turned it tothexonfufionof lan= 
guages,and diſſipation of the people. Pharaoh kept the Chil- 
arenof 7fraet irbonidage, and after having freed them, in 
hisjgrear pride would have: madethetn his prey ; but God 
themadricand thiraculcus paſſage , and Pharaoh ard 


Ly 


my” oP TO 
there can bee ho greater folly in man, than by mich Travel 
to increaſe his goods, and pamperhis body; and in the inte- 


' rim with yainedelights andpleaſures,to loſe his foule.' Ttiis 


agreatfolly in any manro py bad beginning, in hepe 
ofa goodending; nod te makertha 
was 


my puniſhmeor. Bo 
O hew ſmall 2-proportion of carth will cottaine my bo- 


TY NO LO ENITER 
x 2 SE TIES 


at wage 7 which 
recommonto all, is meere indiſcretiongand the be- 
ginning of diſcord, which I pofitively wiſh mayend inthis 


dy, whem my high-minde could not be confined within the _ 


ſpacious compaſle of two Kingdomes! But my houre draw- 


eth on , and I conclude 'withthe Plalmiſt, not ayming a © 


be. 


any one man in-particular, but ſpeaking forall in generali4."; - 


How long will you  Indges bee corrupted? bow long will yee 
ceaſe to gi pad ores: ? &'c. Bleſſed ir the man that deth 
»0t walks inthe Conncell of the wicked , nor ſand in the way 
of finwers,nor ſit in the ſeat of the. ſcorufull , therefare dhey 


ſhall not ſtand in the Indgement , nor ſinners in the aſſembly - 


of the righteous, Oc. 


—— )p__—--—— =_ 
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ee. —_— — 


' Aboutthe houre of eleven. aclock the aferelaid Lord of - 


Strafford was conveyed to theScaffold onTower-Hill,where 


was a Court of Guard made i Beg feverall: Companies of. 


Souldiers of the City of -> and/the Hamilers of the 
Tower oneach ſide as he paſſedta the Scaffold*before mar- 
ched che Marſhalls men ro make way then+the Sheriffes of 
Londons Officers with their Halberds; afterthem che Kings 
Guard, or watders of the Tower': Next” camc'one of his 
Gentlemen, bare headed, in mourning! Habit , the Lord 


. Strafford following him clad inblack eloathy;with divers 64 
thers inthe ſame habir, which wete his artendance; then the.. 
Vent 70 | . th "I : 


Lord Biſhop of eArmegh,andother good 
Sheriffes of London,and diyers honourable perſonages. 
* When: he came tothe Scaffold; bethere ſhewed?himlelfe 
en'each fide in full view to all people, and madethis ſhore 
ſpeech, with as much alacrity of Spiritzas-a niorrall man 
 couldexprefle, via. | iti er to 7 304 
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